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The 22nd Annual Maine Jewish Film Festival Celebrates Diversity 
 
Now in its 22nd year, the Maine Jewish Film Festival will present a diverse slate of 
timely, relevant and engaging dramatic features, documentaries and short films to 
audiences across Maine. From March 9 - 17, the Festival will screen over 30 films and 
host special guests and events. 
 
In the current climate of division, the Maine Jewish Film Festival’s vision that great films 
unite us in achieving greater understanding and respect for each other has never been 
more relevant or more necessary. During a period that has witnessed an unprecedented 
rise in anti-Semitic acts and hate crimes, the 2019 Festival will provide a forum for the 
entire community to come together and build shared experiences and start 
conversations through films and programs that are as enriching as they are entertaining. 
 
Documentaries will give intimate and revealing perspectives on larger than life personas 
like underground comics giant Art Spiegelman, acclaimed violinist Itzhak Perlman, and 
women’s rights lawyer and activist Gloria Allred, and will uncover untold stories such as 
Bollywood’s Jewish starlets, the visionaries behind Blue Note Records and the history of 
the original fast food restaurant - the Automat. Highlighted themes will include 
immigrants, women’s empowerment, the LGBTQ experience and the arts. 
 
Audiences looking for dramatic and comedic features will discover exclusive screenings 
of independent films from across the globe. This year’s fictional features include a family 
relationship drama set in Argentina and Madrid, historical dramas set during WWII, a 
film noir thriller set in Budapest, and a poignant father-daughter story set in modern 
Israel.  
 
Signature events at this year’s Festival will include a “revival screening” of the 2007 film 

The Band’s Visit with a special guest appearance by actor and playwright John Cariani. 
Cariani, a native of Presque Isle, Maine - recently performed in the Broadway hit 
adaption of The Band’s Visit - which won the 2018 Tony Award for Best Musical. The 
festival will also include a screening of the classic silent film Jewish Luck – with live 
musical accompaniment by pianist Carolyn Swartz. In addition, the Festival will be 
hosting a number of filmmakers and other guests. 
 



 

 

The festive atmosphere will extend beyond the screen and include several parties and 
receptions. The festival will begin with the Opening Night Party at the House of Music 
and Events on March 9 and conclude on March 17 with the Closing Night Reception at 
the Portland Museum of Art. 
 

Other special programs will include two short film collections: one program will feature 
women while the second will be an eclectic assortment. In advance of the 2019 NCCA 
basketball Tournament there will be a screening of On the Map - a documentary 
featuring NBA player Tal Brody and his teammate’s quest to capture victory for Israel 
during the 1977 European Championship. 
 
“We are thrilled to be presenting an expanded number of programs this year,” said Executive 
Director Barbara Merson.  “There were so many excellent and important films this year it was 
hard for our screening committee to choose.  And we are grateful to the diverse Maine 
community for making this Festival a success for 22 years.” 

Screenings for the festival will be held in 10 locations statewide: in Portland at the 
Nickelodeon Cinemas, Portland Museum of Art, Jewish Community Alliance, and the St. 
Lawrence Center; in Brunswick at the Eveningstar Cinema; in Lewiston at the Bates 
College Olin Arts Center and the Public Theater; in Rockland at the Strand Theatre; in 
Waterville at the Railroad Square Cinema; and in Bangor at the Bangor Mall Cinema. 
 
The Maine Jewish Film Festival is a nonprofit organization whose mission is to provide 
a forum for the presentation of films to enrich, educate and entertain a diverse 
community about the global Jewish experience. Since 1998, the Maine Jewish Film 
Festival has screened over 400 films and brought more than 150 guest artists from 
across the U.S. and around the world to Maine. Tickets are on sale beginning February 
9th at www.mjff.org or by phone at 800-838-3006. A complete festival schedule 
including featured guest speakers, panelists, and special forums can be found online at: 
www.mjff.org. 
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